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increase in the future. Howsoever unfortunate in some respects the ultimate con-
sequence may be, the increasing demand for education is a hopeful sign and it is
inevitable that the number must multiply and increase at a progressive rate. It is
hopeless to try to stem the tide; the remedy is to remodel the system of education
so as to find new fields of occupation for such increasing number*

DRASTIC OVERHAULING NEEDED

The time is gone when mere literary or scientific education imparted in most of
the Indian educational institutions could suffice to find work for educated young-
men and women. The whole system requires a drastic overhauling. The existing
institutions, which impart mere general education must be transferred into-semi-voca-
tional institutions so as to benefit the students for various callings and occu-
pations^ The secondary schools throughout the country are designed pre-eminently
to provide purely literary education and qualify matriculates for admission to the
universities, and not so much to give them training to adapt themselves
to occupations and callings. The existing schools have, no doubt, contributed to
the progress of secondary education on a large scale, but it is in consequence of
these very schools that the problem of unemployment has become so acute. Boys
are taken away from their hereditary occupations and given nothing but a smatter-
ing of literary education instead. If the type of education imparted by the
schools were changed, their output can be absorbed into agricultural, industrial and
commercial activities. Some vocational training should be made compulsory so that
no student should be allowed to pass out of school without having learnt some arfc
or craft, on which be could fall back, if he cannot afford to prosecute his studies
further. The curriculum of the high schools should include vocational training,
and the examination be not a mere test for admission to universities, aa it is at
present. The problem of unemployment would be solved to a large extent, if
instead of creating in their minds a contempt for their trade, the students wero
given some special training for it, and made more fitted to go back to it. Manual
training or handicraft introduced as a compulsory subject would help to give great
relief and provide sufficient technical training to a majority of students so as to
obviate the necessity of their prosecuting their studies beyoud the school stage.

A radical change in the system of secondary education would divert a large
number of students at the completion of their school education to useful occupa-
tions and callings. Government schools should be gradually transformed into
institutions of a specialised vocational character in order to serve as models to
similar private institutions. Private enterprises shoujd be directed mainly towards
semi-industrial schools, imparting vocational training side by side with general
education. The aim should be to have industrial and craft schools in all the
important towns, where }oung men and girls may be trained to earn their liveli-
hood by taking to small industries not requiring "much capital.

BOTH CULTURAL AHD ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT

On the other hand, the value of higher education should be judged both from
the cultural and the utilitarian points of view. The universities have come to
occupy a prominent position in our material life; and with the gradual advance of
education, their importance is bound to grow greater and greater stilL They are
without question some of the noblest institutions in the country designed for the
extension and diffusion of knowledge. As repositories of human knowledge, they are
to collect together and preserve the acquisitions of science and art made in the
bygone ages; and as great workshops of learning they must stimulate new disco-
veries and inventions. They have to interpret the philosophy of the past to the
modern mind, strike out a fresh line of thought and open a new way for original
investigation, In addition to being the chief seats of learning for carrying on
literary study and scientific research, the universities must ever remain the graat
centres for the cultivation of intellect refinement of feelings and the building up of
character. Their merit would depend on the quantity as well as the quality of in-
tellectual contribution to human knowledge that they are able to mtke through the
devoted labours and valuable researches of their teachers and scholars, and oa the
cultural education that they are able to impart by their discipline and traditions.

But there is the utilitarian aspect as well. The economic and material progress
of a country is linked up with the growth of higher university education. Univer-
sities cannot constitute themselves into secluded sanctuaries cut off from the
matter of fact life outside; but must play a leading part not oaly in tije cultural